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Current scholars widely recognize Suárez as a key-figure in early modern philosophy and 
theology, but the ambivalent nature of his work means that many aspects of his thought 
remain to be uncovered. Despite his being one of the most prolific commentators on 
traditional Scholastic texts, Suárez is better-known for having facilitated the transition from 
the traditional methods of the Schools, which focused on the exegesis of authoritative 
works, to the modern philosophical method of discussing philosophical problems.  
 Both characterizations are true, and are the result of the combined effects of the 
Counter-Reformation and certain peculiar aspects of the Jesuit approach. This does not 
diminish, however, the value of Suárez’s innovative effort. On metaphysical issues in 
particular, he was an intermediary figure who stood between two worlds and throughout his 
entire life, tried to defend the fundamental truths and approaches of Scholastic philosophy 
by uniting all of its authorities across a unique front. With Suárez, Scholasticism started to 
dismantle its traditional articulations in factions and Schools, and tried to build a colossal, 
unitary edifice. 
 These are just a few of the reasons why Suárez’s extraordinary work in metaphysics 
has yet to be approached in an organic fashion. Thus, his oeuvre remains partially 
unexplored, often misunderstood and constantly debated by his contemporary academic 
readers. The studies collected in this volume aim at contributing to this debate by dealing 
with certain aspects of Suárez’s thought that go all too often neglected. They are the results 
of many different activities, participations, interests, explorations and ideas, which took 
place in different countries over the last three years.  
 Their unity is due to the mutual references between them, which I hope the reader 
will identify. In all of them, however, I tried to approach Suárez by a specific methodology; 
that is, by reading his endless and insightful discussions especially in light of his sources. 
This means that, on the one hand, I investigated Suárez’s reading and usage of the Medieval 
tradition; but it also means, on the other hand, that I tried to see Suárez in the context of the 
Jesuit tradition, notably in relation to his great forerunner, Pedro da Fonseca. Indeed, I dare 
say that most of the major turning points in Suárez’s metaphysics can hardly be understood 
without considering his dialogue with Fonseca. 
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(IEF) at the University of Coimbra. Later, I continued working on Suárez as an Assistant 
Professor of Philosophy at the University of Coimbra’s Faculty of Art and Humanities 
(FLUC). Those years in Portugal were among the most important experiences in my life and 
career, and I want to sincerely thank Mário Santiago de Carvalho, my Post-Doc supervisor 
and a constant model in working on the Late Scholastics. He not only pulled my work out of 
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my life.  



 

 

 Together with Professor Carvalho, I extend my sincere gratitude to the entire Institute 
for Philosophical Studies, which funded the publication of this book, as well as the entire 
Department of Philosophy, Information and Communication of the University of Coimbra’s 
Faculty of Art and Humanities. In particular, I want to thank António Manuel Martins, a 
stunning expert of Fonseca and Maria Luisa Portocarrero, along with the Unit Secretary of 
the IEF, Joaquim Braga. 
 Outside Coimbra, I must thank José Francisco Meirinhos and Mário Jorge de 
Carvalho. Many other people, in Italy and outside, were very important for me in the 
composition of this book. I want to thank especially Igor Agostini, Costantino Esposito, and 
Pasquale Porro. A special thanks, from the CNR-ILIESI headquarters in Rome, goes out to 
Eugenio Canone. 
 
 
 

Rome, 15 September 2020



 

 

 
General Note 
 
 

 “The Order of Knowledge: Fonseca and Suárez on the Confused and Distinct 
Starting Point of Science”, has been published in this volume for the first time. 

 
 A previous version of the essay “The Truth We Know. Suárez on Cognitive 
Truth and Objective Being” was submitted to Mediaevalia. Textos e estudos, for 
the Proceedings of the 24th Congress of the SISPM – Società Italiana per lo Studio 
del Pensiero Medievale: “Finzione nel discorso filosofico medievale”, Porto, 2-4 
September 2019. This is a new and reworked version of the paper presented there. 
 
 “Is Truth a Property of Things? Suárez’s Razor on Transcendental Truth”, was 
conceived as a continuation of the latter, and has been published in this volume for 
the first time. 
 
 “Solo lumine naturae utens. Suárez and the ratio angeli: Remarks on DM 35, 1-
3” is an English translation of the chapter, which was originally written in Italian 
as, “Solo lumine naturae utens. Suárez e la ratio angelis: note su DM 35, 1-3”, 
published in Francisco Suárez (1548-1617): alle soglie della modernità, edited by 
S. Langella, C. Faraco (Capua: Artetetra, 2019): 83-109. 
 
 “Suárez’s Metaphysical Investigations on Angelic Intellects. A Comparative 
Reading of DM, 35, 4 and De Angelis, II”, was conceived as a continuation of the 
latter, and has been published in this volume for the first time. 
 
 “Suarez’s Entitative Extension and its Reception Until Descartes”, is a 
reworked version of the essay “Quantity Matters. Suarez’s Theory of Continuous 
Quantity and its Reception Until Descartes”, which was published in Francisco 
Suárez: Metaphysics, Politics and Ethics, edited by M. S. de Carvalho, M. Pulido, 
S. Guidi (Coimbra; Imprensa da Universidade de Coimbra, 2020): 229-261. 
 
 
 
 Except for translated editions indicated in the table of abbreviations and in the 
Bibliography, and/or when expressly noted in the footnotes, all English translations 
of Latin texts are mine. 

 
 
 




